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O
n leaving school at sixteen, my 
ambition was to be a buyer in a 
large department store, following 
my grandfather who was a buyer 
in Selfridges. Unfortunately, not 

being academic and with a tendency to be a little 
cheeky and chat too much, my head teacher gave 
me a lousy reference and therefore that dream 
never materialised.

My first job was in a finance company, which 
also dealt in buying and selling property - I was 
hooked and ever since all my jobs seemed to end 
up in sales.

I got married very young and had my daughter 
at 18 years. My husband of 47 years was a 
graduate graphic designer and was offered a 
chance in a life time job as  an art director  in 
Barbados. Obviously we grabbed the opportunity 
and lived there for two years.

We arrived back in Britain in 1971, when I 
was first introduced to Geoffrey Stiff Snr – he 
was looking for a secretary in his then company 
Camerons Estate Agents, on Walm Lane. I worked 
there for ten years selling flats, this was where I 
learnt the art of selling from Geoff.

In 1982 Geoff broke away from his partnership 
and Camerons Stiff was launched... The first day 
was exciting but rather terrifying, thinking that no-
one would come through the door. In fact, on the 
very first day I had an enquiry from an investor with 
a whacking budget of £25,000 – that was the first 
sale we made and we have never looked back.

It‘s hard to believe that today we are selling 
properties over £3m with the cheapest flats 
achieving £250,000. It seems that our area 
has at last been discovered, buyers are now 
recognising that the magnificent properties 
around the Mapesbury Conservation area, 
Queens Park, Brondesbury Park and Kensal Rise 
are such excellent value, ranging from £550 - 
£1,000 per square foot.

With the arrival of the popular independent 
school, Maplewalk, in Harlesden we are getting 
some very ‘posh’ people asking for houses in the 
area – it does make me chuckle to think that these 
people would never walked - let alone buy - in the 
Harlesden area a while ago. 

I can only comment on the area I know so well. 
With the interest rates being at their lowest, surely 
the safest bet is to invest in bricks and mortar. Who 
knows over the next few years if there will be any 
security in pensions? The market will fluctuate 
over the years but with the London area being so 
popular with the over-seas clients, it has to be the 
safest economy to invest in. I’m not alone in my 
prediction, you only have to take a look at how 
prosperous London looks with all the beautiful 
shops and buildings being built.

Reminiscing over the past 40 years, I feel so lucky 
to have been part of this fantastic business – I have 
met some very colourful characters. Hoping that 
there are still more years left in me and indeed that 
Camerons Stiff will still have me, I don’t intend to 
move on just yet.
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