
 

Buyer’s Guide 

We have explained the buying process step by step 

from receiving your mortgage to collecting the keys  

 

Mortgage and Budget – The first thing you need to do is get a mortgage in principle sorted this will then 
enable you to have a better understanding of the budget you are working with and thus will allow you to 
make a competitive offer. We have a number of financial advisors that we can recommend to help you 
through this process.

Property search and Viewings – When searching for your future home you must make sure that it is 
the right property for you. Making sure you get the most of the viewings you book is vital this can be 
ensured by writing down a list of questions to ask the Estate agent or sending the list via email so that 
you can ensure they all get answered. Our sales negotiators are always happy to answer any questions 
and will do our best to provide you with all the relevant information.

Making an offer/offer accepted – Once you have found that perfect property the 
next step is to make an offer, once you’ve made an offer we will liaise with the 
vendors, if your offer is accepted then you will receive written confirmation of the 
price.

Sold subject to contract (SSTC) – Once your offer has been accepted the property is 
then ‘sold subject to contract’ and will usually be taken off the market once this 
step has been achieved you are half of the way to purchasing your future home.

Arranging conveyancing - Greenwoods have good working relationships 
with a number of solicitors and we would be happy to recommend one of 
these firms to you to ensure the process runs smoothly.

Formally apply for your mortgage – You’re at the stage now where you will need to 
formally apply for a mortgage to ensure that you are in a good financial state to 
continue with the purchase. Once this has been achieved let us know the good 
news!

Arranging a survey – Your mortgage lenders will require a basic survey which is a ‘mortgage 
valuation’ this is a standard survey that your mortgage lender will require you to have if you are 
borrowing money. After that you can decide whether you wish to carry out any other surveys such as 
Home Buyers and Full buildings / Structural defects. If you decide you want these surveys to be 
carried out you and either upgrade through your bank or you can get them independently completed 
if you choose to go independent Greenwoods can recommend a reputable, experienced, local 
surveyor.

Exchange of contracts – When you reach this point of the process the finish line is 
within sight! Your mortgage offer will have been received by your solicitor and they 
are happy, the contracts are signed and then you pay your deposit. Once you have 
completed this you will agree a completion date with the owners of the property you 
are purchasing.

Completion – This is the final step of the process the mortgage funds have cleared 
into your account and we will release the keys to your new home. Well done you’ve 
made it through the buying process and now are the proud owners of your new 
home!

Although that is the final step of the process Greenwoods love to hear from you after 
you’ve moved in, just because we’re not selling you a house anymore doesn’t mean 
were not still interested in how you’re settling into your dream home. Leave us a 
comment on our Facebook page or Tweet us to let us know how our service was and 
how you’re settling in


