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This year’s Royal Three Counties Show, once
again, involved McCartneys in several activities;
with partners and staff members helping to run
and co-ordinate several different events over the
course of the weekend.

The ever popular Inter Hunt competition,
sponsored by McCartneys, attracted 12 teams from
across the Three Counties. This resulted in a
thrilling final between the North Cotswold “A”
team against their “B” team, with the “A” team

winning for the second year running. Can they
make it three in a row next year?

This year’s show held the inaugural Hound Show
on the Saturday, with McCartneys as main
sponsors. This was for Foxhounds and Beagles,
which were shown in two rings throughout the
day. John Uffold (Chairman) called by and
presented some of the prizes in the Foxhound ring.
The overall championship went to the Albrighton
with Woodland Hunt with their doghound Bogart.

The lamb carcass competition also attracted lots of
entries this year. The lambs had been judged live a
couple of days prior to the show and at McCartneys
Worcester market, prior to picking one lamb to go
forward to be judged as a carcass at the show.
These were then auctioned by
Gareth Wall at the show and
received a very good trade;
selling up to £400 for the
champion and averaged £102.

Phillip Blackman-Howard
Based at Tenbury Wells Office

Keep up to date with forthcoming sales,
property for sale and to let, news and
events at www.mccartneys.co.uk

Visit the webpage and read our profiles
to find out more about each member

of the McCartneys team.

l
  Royal Three Counties Show 2015

Page 2

l
  Are you considering poultry housing
    &/or renewable energy?

l
  Are you considering a new agricultural
    building?

l
  McCartneys Staff & Contacts

Cover

l
  Countryside stewardship English update

l
  It’s show time!

Page 3

Page 4

l
  McCartneys help to grow your business

l  The farming/entrepreneurial client

l  When I was a lad

Issue 31 Summer 2015

Pictured is John Uffold presenting the McCartneys Inter Hunt Challenge Trophy to The North Cotswold A Team
(3 members on the left) Along with the runners up The North Cotswold B team. 12 Teams competed in this year’s competition.
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Keep up to date with forthcoming sales, property for sale and to let, news and events at www.mccartneys.co.uk.

The new scheme, formally known as NELMS (New Environmental Land
Management Scheme), has been officially launched with the somewhat
familiar name Countryside Stewardship. At present there is limited
information available as to what each element will require, however the
main priority for the scheme is to protect and enhance the natural
environment, particularly the diversity of wildlife.  

There will be three elements to the scheme:
Higher Tier Similar to the current Higher Level Stewardship.

Mid Tier Which replaces Entry Level Stewardship.

Lower Tier Which combines the capital grant schemes;
including hedgerows and boundaries capital grants.

The difference with this new scheme is that entry to all levels/tiers will be
competitive, meaning that not all applications will be successful. They will
have to be submitted onto a new online system however applications in the
first year look likely to be paper based.

The Higher Tier will target the most environmentally significant sites,
commons and woodland which will likely be in places that they consider
need complex management. These sites will usually require management
such as:
• Habitat restoration & creation
• Woodland improvement
• Woodland creation (& associated maintenance)
• Measures for priority species
• Measures for the historic environment

Applicants will need to contact Natural England before applying in order to
obtain guidance as to whether or not an application is likely. It is suggested
that many HLS agreements will be offered the opportunity to go forward
under this tier when their agreement comes to an end, but this is yet to be
fully clarified.

The Mid Tier is a five year agreement with the aim to address environmental
issues in the wider countryside, such as reducing diffuse water pollution and
improving the farmed environment for farmland birds and pollinators. It will
be based on the applicant’s ability to select a variety of different options from
the list of 120 management options and capital items. A series of Statement
of Priorities have been created for each target area, which will need to be
addresses within each application, together with capital items which will be
available through the Countryside Stewardship Grants tool. Each application
will be targeted and scored to help to achieve the environmental priorities
that have been identified for that area with the longer term aim to benefit the
wider countryside alongside specific holdings.

The Lower Tier offers funding for those that do not have a Higher or Mid Tier
agreement or a current Stewardship application. The grants will be
standalone grants to support the delivery of environmental outcomes for the
following;

Hedgerows & boundaries – available from early 2016 onwards for small scale
boundary features such as hedgerows and stone walls up to a maximum of
£5,000.

Water quality grants - only available in Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF)
target areas. They require CSF officer endorsement at least six weeks before
submitting an application. Maximum grant available is £10,000. Existing
Stewardship agreement holders can also apply.

Feasibility studies – available year round from early 2016 onwards and can be
funded to assess the potential success for a proposed project.

Implementation plans – available year round from early 2016 onwards and
can also be funded.

Woodland tree health issues – there are two elements of support that can be
applied for all year round; 
1) Woodland tree health – restoration
2) Woodland tree health – improvement

Woodland management plans – can be applied for all year round.

Woodland creation establishment – support for woodland creation
establishment will be open in a separate application window from February
– April each year.

The Wild Pollinator & Farm Wildlife Package is voluntary and includes a range
of options aimed at supporting wild pollinators, farmland birds and other
farmland wildlife. Applications will score more highly if they gather the right
combination of options. Evidence suggests that applying the right
combination of options over at least 3% of the farmed land. (3-5% under the
Mid Tier and 5-10% under the Higher Tier).

Some elements of these schemes can be applied for at any time of the year
whilst others have set periods.

Further information is expected from Natural England
over the course of the next few weeks. Please contact
your local McCartneys Rural Professional office for help
and advice.

Countryside stewardship
English update

Amelia Illingsworth BSc (Hons)
Based at Kington Office

It’s show
time!
As a local firm we are committed to supporting local shows

and the countryside at large. Please feel free to come and join

us for some light refreshments, where you will also be able to

talk with a variety of members from our Rural Professional,

Agricultural, Planning, and Property teams.

McCartneys will be attending the following shows/events:

Royal Welsh Show Monday 20th - Thursday 23rd July

Tenbury Show Saturday 1st August

Burwarton Show Thursday 6th August

Kington Show Saturday 12th September

Dinmore Manor Saturday 19th September

Welsh Winter Fair Monday 30th November - Tuesday 1st Dec



50 years ago I was in the second
year of my articles at Ludlow
with George Davies of Morris
Barker and Poole, later to
become McCartneys. Having
spent two years at the College
of Estate Management I was
signed up by Mr Davies to be
tutored (articles) for three years.
My father paid £150 a year for
the privilege and because I had
passed my exams I was paid £5
per week.

Life was very busy with weekly
fat stock sales at Ludlow, Craven
Arms and Knighton and monthly
sales of store cattle and lambs at
Ludlow and Knighton.

George Davies of Shrewsbury
and Baxters Butchers, Gloucester
were the main fat cattle buyers.
There were around 20 smaller
retailers including three from
Ludlow, two from Clun and two
from Knighton who all had their
own slaughterhouse at the back
of the shop.

Fat cattle made 160 to 180
shillings per cwt and subsidy of 8
to 12 shillings (£8-9 for 50kg).
Lambs were around 3 shillings
per pound, £7-8 a head with
subsidy of about £1 per head.

Jay Trump won the Grand
National and Liverpool won the
FA Cup. Clay beat Liston in one
round.

Cattle and sheep were graded by ministry graders to qualify for subsidy.
Cattle were sold at their actual weight but sheep were graded and sold at an
estimated dead weight, which caused numerous arguments. Store cattle
made from £50-80 a head and store lambs made from £5-8 a head.

There were many arguments over rent when the landlord wanted a rise from
£5 per acre to £5.50 per acre.

We had a steady supply of farms for sale from £150 per acre to £250 per acre. 
Monnington Court on the River Wye made £128,000 for 463 acres.
South Farm, Snitton made £29,450 for 150 acres
Gorsty Farm, Ludlow made £8,500 for 38.5 acres
Lower Farm, Llanbister made £18,770 for 202 acres
Menutton, Clun made £59,000 for 400 acres.
Even at the above prices competition was keen for any farm to come onto
the market.

Each year there was a review of prices of commodities which was decided by
the Ministry of Agriculture.
Beef was increased by 50p for 50kg
Wool was increased by 1p per kg
Lamb was increased by ¾p per kg
Beef cows were to be paid £6.50 per head

Arkle won the Gold Cup for the third time and despite all
of this some of us are still here!!
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Keep up to date with forthcoming sales, property for sale and to let, news and events at www.mccartneys.co.uk.

When I was a lad

Richard Gwilliam FRICS FAAV FLAA
Based at Kington Office

McCartneys help to
grow your business
Dr & Mrs Sidhu live in a beautiful part of Powys, near Presteigne. 
As a practising NHS consultant, who has an interest in low input farming,
Dr Sidhu values advice from McCartneys

This has particularly been in terms of applying for WG grants as well as
understanding more about how local farmers operate. Dr Sidhu said “Jenny
Layton Mills has completed our Single & Basic Payment Scheme forms and
advised us on grass keep and farming since we arrived”. The approach 
Dr Sidhu is keen to pilot is running a low input style of growing perennial
food plants, alongside more traditional approaches to farming currently
taking place in Powys. Mrs Sidhu is exploring alternative use of the land in
years to come. Since purchasing the farm, they have
planted extensive orchards and will be using raised beds
as a means of extending the growing season for
perennial food plants. They will continue to take advice
from McCartneys on every aspect of the business.

Jenny Layton Mills BSc (Hons)  MRICS FAAV FLAA
Based at Knighton Office

The farming/
entrepreneurial client
Agricultural land and established farm businesses are assets that have
continued to wet the appetite of those savvy investors from urban
commercial environments. This is not a new phenomena and can be traced
back to the introduction of agricultural reliefs from inheritance tax and the
reform in farm tenancy legislation.

My client, a self made business man from Cardiff, became the owner occupier
of 150 acres North of Brecon in late 2013 for the reason of a lifestyle change.
He has been able to continue his well established non-agricultural business
and sought our expertise in identifying farm revenues to help achieve his
long term aims. Our current project, and one which might resonate with a
number of readers, concerns the allocation of new Welsh BPS entitlements.
The options in this case are the National Reserve or the transfer under the
private contract route provisions. If you have purchased land from a farmer
who has ended his agricultural activity before the 1st January 2015, e.g. has
retired, then the transfer of entitlements by the contract route is unlikely to
be a valid option.  Both the vendor and purchaser must be active farmers at
the point of the transfer and the paperwork must be submitted prior to the
15th May 2015. 

With the diverse nature of customers in an ever changing
environment of regulation, we are still able to offer and
promote agricultural land as a viable asset and support
the landowner’s aims and objectives with sound detailed
information and advice. 

Edward Page BSc (Hons), MRICS, MARLA
Based at Hay-On-Wye Office
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www.mccartneys.co.uk

With a long standing heritage in supporting the needs of the countryside economy McCartneys is one of the
oldest and largest multi disciplined private practices in the United Kingdom. Offering a wide and comprehensive
range of services across the Midlands and throughout Wales, McCartneys has a large dedicated team of
professional experts specialising in all aspects of rural property, planning and business advice.  

Please contact one of our professional staff for sensible and impartial advice. For any further information
about any of the content of this newsletter please contact the editors Gareth Wall and Amelia Illingsworth.

Bishops Castle Office
Mr G Wall MRICS FAAV FLAA MBIAC MNAVA
Telephone: 01588 630 070
Email: bishopscastle@mccartneys.co.uk

Brecon Market Office
Mr C Jones FAAV FLAA
Telephone: 01874 622386
Email: breconmarket@mccartneys.co.uk

Church Stretton Office
Miss J Wall BSc (Hons) FAAV
Telephone: 01694 722 288
Email: churchstretton@mccartneys.co.uk

Craven Arms Office
Mr L Thomas FRICS FAAV
Telephone: 01588 672385
Email: cravenarms@mccartneys.co.uk

Hay on Wye Office
Mr R Williams BSc FRICS IRRV
Telephone: 01497 820778
Email: hay@mccartneys.co.uk

Kington Office
Mr G Wall MRICS FAAV FLAA MBIAC MNAVA
Mr R Gwilliam FRICS FAAV FLAA
Miss A Illingsworth BSc (Hons)
Telephone: 01544 230316
Email: kington@mccartneys.co.uk

Knighton Office
Mr G Owens FRICS FAAV FLAA
Mrs J Layton Mills BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV FLAA
Miss K Morris BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV 
Telephone: 01547 528621
Email: knighton@mccartneys.co.uk

Leominster Office
Mr P Blackman Howard
Telephone: 01568 610222
Email: leominster@mccartneys.co.uk

Llandrindod Wells Office
Mr S Edwards MRICS
Telephone: 01547 823 300
Email: llandrindod@mccartneys.co.uk

Ludlow Market Office
Mr J Uffold BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV FLAA MNAVA
Mr M Thomas ALAA MNAVA
Mr N Baxter BSc (Hons)
Telephone: 01584 872251
Email: jo@mccartneys.co.uk

Newtown Office
Mr W Jones BSc (Hons) Dip Surv FRICS MCIArb MEWI MAE
Telephone: 01686 623123
Email: newtown@mccartneys.co.uk

Tenbury Wells Office
Mr P Blackman Howard
Telephone: 01584 811999
Email: phillip@mccartneys.co.uk

Welshpool Office
Miss K Morris BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV
Telephone: 01938531000
Email: welshpool@mccartneys.co.uk.

Worcester Market Office
Mr C Roads FLAA
Telephone: 01905 769770
Email: worcester@mccartneys.co.uk

Disclaimer: This newsletter gives general information only and is not intended to be a substitute for professional advice.
McCartneys LLP do not & cannot accept any liability to anyone who does rely on its content. 

Rural Professional Offices

Matthew Norton BSc
Based at Ludlow Survey Deptment
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Are you considering erecting a new agricultural building? If so, you will need to be aware that
all construction projects are covered by the Construction Design Management (CDM)
regulations, recently updated in April 2015.

The regulations detail the responsibilities of all participants of a construction project.  This would
include large agricultural buildings and associated landscaping work.  The key change which came
into force in April 2015 is the inclusion of a Principal Designer who is responsible for eliminating or
reducing risks to construction workers during the design stage.  The main cause of accidents and
ill health on construction projects are:

• Falls from height
• Collapse of excavations
• Collapse of structures
• Exposure to building dusts
• Exposure to asbestos
• Electricity

Another point to bear in mind is the requirement to inform the Health and Safety Executive as
soon as possible, before construction work starts.  Notifiable projects last longer
than 30 days and have more than 20 workers on the project at any point, or the
project exceeds 500 person days.

For further information and advice please contact your local McCartneys Office.

Are you considering a new
agricultural building?

McCartneys have assisted a number of clients in the West Midlands and Wales region with
planning consent and feasibility studies for the erection of poultry and intensive livestock
buildings, together with renewable energy installations. McCartneys have achieved a number of
successful applications on behalf of clients and this area of work has expanded greatly within
the past 12-24 months.

We are pleased to announce our new association with R W Agricultural Consultancy Ltd. Our
companies will combine our specialist planning and technology knowledge, to offer farmers
throughout Wales and the West Midlands, planning advice for the growing poultry and renewable
energy market to include:

• Poultry & intensive livestock housing
• Biomass 
• Wind turbines
• Anaerobic digesters
• Photovoltaics
• Ground & air source heat pumps/geothermal
• Hydro 

This association will continue our growth in this area of work to provide an
experienced and professional approach to the farming industry. For further
information please contact Gareth Wall or Michael Edwards on 01544 230 316.

Are you considering poultry
housing &/or renewable energy?

Gareth Wall MRICS FAAV FLAA MBIAC MNAVA
Based at Kington Office


