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BREXIT
Which way would Nelson vote?

John Uffold BSc (Hons)  MRICS FAAV FLAA MNAVA
Based at Ludow Market Office

I had cause in the last few weeks to read Lord
Nelson’s prayer composed on the morning of
21st October 1805, before the battle of Trafalgar,
with the combined fleets of France and Spain in
sight. Trafalgar began Britain’s dominance of the
sea, which was the cornerstone of the British
Empire. A much maligned and frowned upon
part of our history now and I don’t know why.
Our position in the world today; the dominance
of English as the international language of trade;
our ability to punch above our weight comes
from that empire in one way or another. We, I
think, should be proud of it and its legacy to the
world.                                                                                                                                    

Nelson wrote:-
“May the great God, whom I worship, grant to my
country and for the benefit of Europe in general, a
great and Glorious victory: and may no
misconduct, in any one, Tarnish it: and may
humanity after victory be the predominant
Feature in the British fleet.

For myself individually, I commit my life to Him
who made me And may His blessing light upon
my endeavours for serving my Country faithfully.

To Him I resign myself and the just cause which is
entrusted to me to defend Amen . Amen. Amen. “

Here was one of the greatest national figures in
our history. In many ways the founding father of

empire. The emblem of national esteem, of
identity, of patriotism, of duty of service and
sacrifice praying for his exploits to be not just for
the benefits of his country but Europe in general.
He did not see Britain as a marginalised nation on
the edge of Europe but central to it. Central to
power and influence and control and not inward
looking. 

If millions of people on this island don’t wake up,
we will drift out of Europe on a wave of fear. A
wave of ignorance. A wave of misguided belief
that on our own we will be all right. Our special
relationship with America will not save us. Our
new friends in China will not save us. Both the
American and Chinese leaders have told us stay in
and alter things. Our international trading partners
in Japan with their Honda “ City” at Swindon have
told us to stay in and yet we still believe that if we
leave we can have the benefit of free trade and
cut ourselves free from the bureaucracy and
needless regulations  which have become part of
the E.U.

With populations across the whole of Europe
showing displeasure with Brussels and its
obsession for central control, do we walk away
now? Or do we become  instrumental in
realigning Europe along the lines of the Common
Market it was originally set up for. One thing is for
sure, if you are a countryman, if you are a farmer,
without Europe there is no political will amongst
any of the parties in the U.K. to put agriculture at
the centre of anything. The virtual complete
disappearance of DEFRA on the ground shows the
value Government puts on agriculture. 

You may fear immigration;  you may loath
regulations ; you may require Westminster to have
more control on your life than Brussels but warts
and all, agriculture, in my opinion, will face a bleak
and barren future without the E.U. Let us follow
the nation’s “greatest” hero
and dedicate our efforts to
the benefit of our country and
Europe in general.
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Clients are reminded that ALL Welsh 2016 BPS applications must be made
online. There will be no opportunity to apply on a paper form. If you wish
for one of our agents to complete your form online, please contact them
straight away so that an agent authorisation form can be signed and sent
off so that the agent can access your maps and SAF form. Applications must
be made by Monday 16th May.

Entitlement trading applications in Wales must also be made online and the
deadline, at present, is 3rd May 2016. Please contact our trading offices if you
wish to sell or purchase, once you have your full payment statement.
If you have land under appeal, make sure you have a result letter form WAG
before re-entering the field on the 2016 SAF. You do not wish to get a penalty
again.
There will be the chance for New Entrants and Young
Farmers to apply for an allocation of entitlements and also
the Young Farmer Top Up Payment is still on offer to those
under 40 who can prove they are head of holding. Please
contact one of our agents to help you with an application.

Edward Page BSc (Hons), MRICS, MARLA
Based at Hay-On-Wye Office

The 2016 basic payment scheme is here and upon us yet again. So, what is
different about this year’s claim?!

The RPA tell us that the following “online” system will include;
• Your Entitlements statement
• The ability to transfer entitlements
• See digital maps (restricted to one field parcel at a time.)
• N.B. No previous RLR maps of farms are now available.
• Transfer field parcels to other registered claimants.
• Download receipts of work carried out on-line.

For 2016, agents and claimants will have the ability to apply online or
complete a manual (paper) application.

Cross Compliance
Many of the cross compliance rules remain the same but there are some
changes. It must be remembered that the rate of inspections is forever on the
increase and higher percentages of people are receiving penalties as a result.
Make sure you are aware of what is required and that your paperwork is up to
date.

Greening
This now includes oil seed radish, which can be used as part of a crop as an
Ecological Focus Area or cover crop. Greening still represents 30% of the Basic
Payment.

Ecological Focus Areas (EFA)
Claimants with 15ha (37.06acres) of temporary ground must have EFA. Some
EFA features can now be up to 5 metres away from arable ground, whereas
in the past they needed to be adjacent to the crop.

Registration
At the time of printing this document, the RPA have suggested that all
claimants either legally responsible, or who have full empowerment for the
business, must furnish the RPA with their National Insurance number. There
is, at present, no instruction as to how this is to be implemented.

Entitlement & Claim Statements
Paperwork for both of the above are about to be sent out by the RPA. This
was to be enacted by January 2016 but, as we speak, we are to believe they
will be sent directly to the farmer around the start of March. This process
contradicts previous years when the agent received this information and
therefore was able to check the payment was correct and that any transfer of
entitlements, in or out, were recorded. Be sure to check this paperwork as
soon as you receive it and contact your agent should you have any concerns.

Payments
A large proportion of claimants have now been paid. The RPA hit their targets
for payment but the 75% of payments made by the end of December 2015
only represented 54% of the total fund available. Those still waiting for
payment include those who received inspections during 2015, those with
cross border claims, commons claimants and those who have received a
letter from the RPA suggesting a delay without any reason at all.

2016 Claim
There is no doubt that the 2016 claim will be no easier
than last year. With a mix of online and manual (paper)
forms, online only mapping and all dependant on the fact
that the RPA computer needs to work….do we face the
prospect of hearing Computer says NO

Basic Payment
Scheme 2016 

Jenny Layton Mills BSc (Hons)  MRICS FAAV FLAA
Based at Knighton Office

Phillip Blackman-Howard
Based at Worcester Market Office

2016 Entitlement trading
McCartneys will be trading English and Welsh Basic Payment Scheme (BPS)
entitlements for the 2016 season. Both the Rural Payments Agency and
Rural Payments Wales will be issuing entitlement statements to those who
claimed in 2015 to confirm entitlements held.   Please check these
statements once received for spare entitlements to the land area you will
be claiming in 2016, as these can be traded. Or if you have fewer
entitlement than claimable land and are looking to buy contact us to
register your interest.  It is now possible to lease as well as sell entitlements. 

England: Entitlements to claim in 2016 can be traded up to 16th May 2016.
It will be possible to effect transfers both online or via paper.  It should be
possible to view entitlement statements online via the Rural Payments
Service from the end of February 2016.  The RPA will also be posting copies
of entitlement statements

Wales: The trading deadline for entitlements to claim this year is 3rd May
2016.  All entitlement transfers will have to be completed online.  The online
system is available from 7th March 2016.  Currently entitlement statements
that have been received show an estimated entitlement value, based on the
80% payment.  Definitive entitlement statements should be received during
April. 

In both England and Wales, the Greening and Young Farmer (and
Redistributive payment in Wales) elements of the payment is not included in
the entitlement value, being an additional payment over and above BPS
entitlement values.  We can help you understand the true payment value of
your entitlements.

We are experienced in using both the Welsh and English online systems,
which will allow quicker notifications of transfers being completed.

If you are looking to buy, sell or lease entitlements please contact one of our
trading offices:
Jenny Layton Mills/Katie Morris
Knighton office Tel: 01547 528621
Gareth Wall/Amelia Illingsworth
Kington office Tel: 01544 230316
Katie Morris
Welshpool office Tel: 01938 531000
Philip Blackman-Howard
Tenbury Wells office Tel: 01584 811999

Wales BPS Online

Katie Morris BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV
Based at Knighton Office



3

Keep up to date with forthcoming sales, property for sale and to let, news and events at www.mccartneys.co.uk.

Is there a future
in farming?
It was with extreme sadness and anger that greeted the decision of
Herefordshire Council to sell the counties small holdings. Equally
disappointing was the fact that the decision was made by only 7 councillors
and the chairman showed his colours by refusing to speak with George
Dunn, Chief Executive of the Tenant Farmers Association (TFA).

Of the 50 or so tenants, about 12 have already been served notice to quit
(which cannot be contested) and the remaining tenants will be forced to quit
over the coming years. Not only will these young, and not so young, families
be denied their land but they will also be left homeless.

County Council holdings have always been the starting point for young,
hardworking and aspiring men to make a start in farming; working away
during the day and with the help of their wife, doing the farm work at
evenings and weekends. This will sadly change.

Is there a future for small farms, or will we see our small farms part time as
happened in Europe? On their own, the small farm is unviable, with
insufficient income from traditional farming to provide a living.

There must be a future for farming with the ever increasing world population.
At present the demand for food can be satisfied from abroad, but with the
extreme of climate I think the market will more and more rely on local
production.

Farming appears to be getting “bigger” and more intensive, with the
requirement of huge investment, which is beyond the small and medium
sized farm. Big agri-businesses will become a norm and the traditional and
smaller farms will become part timers. 

The changes in the tenancy laws have removed the security tenants enjoyed
and the high rents tendered by larger businesses have left the smaller farmer
no chance of expanding in the rental sector. Coupled with the very high
freehold price of farm land, there is little or no chance of the small farms
expanding.

Our unions and politicians need to be made aware that if
they do not look after the present generation of farmers,
there may not be a farmer left to produce food in the
future.

If you are claiming direct payments such as BPS & Countryside
Stewardship, under CAP & RDPE, you need to meet the cross
compliance rules.

McCartneys are now offering a Farm Business Compliance service, to
assist farmers with the preparation and completion of records &
documentation required for Basic Payment Scheme and Cross
Compliance, together with Farm Assurance and other statutory
requirements.

This service will include completion of the following documentation
for both the RPA and Welsh Assembly;

Records and Documentation
for BPS Cross Compliance

Guidance and support during inspections 

Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ) documentation

Undertaking appeals against the RPA
and Welsh Assembly

Farm assurance documentation

Countryside Stewardship,
Glastir and other grant scheme applications

Sheep & cattle identification

Agreements for land letting

BPS applications

Mapping issues

Greening and EFA advice and calculations

Environment Agency/Natural Resourses Wales
issues

If you would like any advice or to discuss any of the
above, please contact Amelia Illingsworth at the
Kington office to discuss.

Richard Gwilliam FRICS FAAV FLAA
Based at Kington Office

Farm Business
Compliance
Service

Are you up to date with
the new rules and
legisiation relating

to agriculture?

Amelia Illingsworth BSc (Hons)
Based at Kington Office
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www.mccartneys.co.uk

With a long standing heritage in supporting the needs of the countryside economy McCartneys is one of the
oldest and largest multi disciplined private practices in the United Kingdom. Offering a wide and comprehensive
range of services across the Midlands and throughout Wales, McCartneys has a large dedicated team of
professional experts specialising in all aspects of rural property, planning and business advice.  

Please contact one of our professional staff for sensible and impartial advice. For any further information
about any of the content of this newsletter please contact the editors Gareth Wall and Amelia Illingsworth.

Bishops Castle Office
Mr G Wall MRICS FAAV FLAA MBIAC MNAVA
Telephone: 01588 630 070
Email: bishopscastle@mccartneys.co.uk

Brecon Market Office
Mr C Jones FAAV FLAA
Telephone: 01874 622386
Email: breconmarket@mccartneys.co.uk

Craven Arms Office
Mr L Thomas FRICS FAAV
Telephone: 01588 672385
Email: cravenarms@mccartneys.co.uk

Hay on Wye Office
Mr R Williams BSc FRICS IRRV
Telephone: 01497 820778
Email: hay@mccartneys.co.uk

Kington Office
Mr G Wall MRICS FAAV FLAA MBIAC MNAVA
Mr R Gwilliam FRICS FAAV FLAA
Miss A Illingsworth BSc (Hons)
Telephone: 01544 230316
Email: kington@mccartneys.co.uk

Knighton Office
Mr G Owens FRICS FAAV FLAA
Mrs J Layton Mills BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV FLAA
Miss K Morris BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV 
Telephone: 01547 528621
Email: knighton@mccartneys.co.uk

Llandrindod Wells Office
Mr S Edwards MRICS
Telephone: 01547 823 300
Email: llandrindod@mccartneys.co.uk

Ludlow Market Office
Mr J Uffold BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV FLAA MNAVA
Mr M Thomas ALAA MNAVA
Mr N Baxter BSc (Hons)
Telephone: 01584 872251
Email: jo@mccartneys.co.uk

Newtown Office
Mr W Jones BSc (Hons) Dip Surv FRICS MCIArb MEWI MAE
Telephone: 01686 623123
Email: newtown@mccartneys.co.uk

Tenbury Wells Office
Mr P Blackman Howard
Telephone: 01584 811999
Email: phillip@mccartneys.co.uk

Welshpool Office
Miss K Morris BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV
Telephone: 01938531000
Email: welshpool@mccartneys.co.uk.

Worcester Market Office
Mr C Roads FLAA
Telephone: 01905 769770
Email: worcester@mccartneys.co.uk

Disclaimer: This newsletter gives general information only and is not intended to be a substitute for professional advice.
McCartneys LLP do not & cannot accept any liability to anyone who does rely on its content. 

Rural Professional Offices
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Countryside
Stewardship:
Hedgerow and

Boundaries Grant
Are you looking to lay or
repair new or existing
hedgerows or stone walls? If
yes, then the Countryside
Stewardship Hedgerow and
Boundaries Grant is for you,
with a maximum payment of
£5000 towards capital works
on offer. 

All applications must be made
to Natural England by 30th
April 2016 and successful
applicants will enter into a
Hedgerow and Boundaries
Agreement. 

As it is a competitively scored
scheme it is important that
applicants take necessary
advice to have a greater
chance of success.

It is open to all farmers and landowners who have full management control of the land for a minimum
period of 2 years from the agreements start date and are NOT in any ELS/HLS, Countryside
Stewardship or English Woodland Creation Grant Schemes on 1st July 2016. 

Claims can be made for numerous capital works including hedgerow laying and planting, hedgerow
coppicing and gapping up, stone wall restoration and stone faced bank repair and restoration. 

For more information or help with applications please contact us.

Richard Watkins - Ludlow 01584 872251

Katie Morris - Knighton 01547 528621

Phil Blackman-Howard - Tenbury 01584 811999

Gareth Wall or Amelia Illingsworth - Kington 01544 230316

Richard Watkins
Based at Ludlow Market Office


