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Visiting farms over the last month has certainly
confirmed that community spirit is alive and well
on the Welsh borders, with many farmers recalling
the camaraderie shown this winter. 

This got me thinking about our livestock markets
and the vital role they play in the community.  They
are not just a place to trade livestock, they are a
place to meet, to catch up, to share ideas, to lend a
sympathetic ear and an encouraging word.  Farming
can be a stressful and lonely profession but market
day provides the opportunity for everyone ‘in the
same boat’ to come together. 

For small towns too, market day is the busiest of the
week when cafes and shops are bustling. 

Livestock markets are a place for busy farmers to get
their health checked. At our markets in Ludlow,
Kington, Knighton, Brecon and Worcester we’ve
teamed up with all manner of organisations from
Mind to Macmillan and offered everything from
prostate to blood pressure checks. 

They are also a great place to learn new skills and
brush up on best practice. We’ve run workshops
from butchery to the prevention of straw fires!

Now we’re making sure our livestock markets really
are a lifeline, having invested nearly £4,000 to buy
defibrillators for each of our five locations.  Available
from reception if the need should arise, these
portable devices could help save a life and are really
easy to use.  I speak from experience, having joined
several colleagues on a training course a couple of
weeks ago.

Last year the Livestock Auctioneers Association
celebrated 200 years, after the first registered
auction was held in 1817. Farming may have
changed immeasurably since then but the local
livestock market is still a lifeline in rural communities
throughout the length and
breadth of Britain.

Livestock Markets
Are a Lifeline

Mr Glyn Owens FRICS FAAV FLAA
Based at Knighton Office

Like the new
McCartneys Agriculture Facebook
page to keep up to date
with all of the latest
news, market reports
and farmland for sale etc.
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Protecting Landowners Rights...
Have You Got Yours Protected? 

Joanna Wall BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV 
Based at Craven Arms Office

Family farming business’s are common, with one generation working closely
with another to run the business.  This can involve up to three generations
working together for long hours to push the business forward. 

The day’s work may be planned around the breakfast table, perhaps discussing
commodity prices, the weather etc, but seldom is the business’s and the families
long term future discussed. 

Succession within a farming family business is a difficult subject to discuss and can
be further complicated when there are several parties to consider.  It is difficult to
know how and where to begin, especially when the process involves the transfer
of assets from one generation to another and the older generation is worried
about losing control and wishing to be fair to all involved. 

Succession planning need not be difficult or complicated. By addressing the issue
early and sitting around the table with all involved, consideration and steps can be
made to identify what objectives are required to deliver a successful and
sustainable family business going forward.  All parties aspirations need to be
collectively established so they can form part of the future strategy for the
business.  This may include the transfer of property, shares in a company, a change
in a partnership structure, or outlining who will take on the farm’s tenancy. 
What may be important in the eyes of the older generation, may not be deemed

to be of such significance to the younger generation. Careful thought needs to be
given to the future requirements of the next generation, particularly where some
children may have an interest in the farm trading business and others are earning
their living by other means. 

Talking to each other and planning the future of the business as early as possible
is key to try to understand what the various parties want to achieve from the
business and where their objectives lie.

The importance of such discussions should not be underestimated, as these could
form some of the toughest and best strategic decisions the family may make for
some time.  Seek professional advice from your Land Agent, Accountant or
Solicitor to assist, to ensure the family’s objectives are met and a robust and
reasoned and fair strategy is adopted.  Knowledge of value and tax is vital and the
ability to seek advice on the advantages and disadvantages of potential changes
to ownership, tenure, business structure and asset transfer will be key if the end
goals are to be delivered effectively.  McCartneys are well
placed to assist with the business planning and can offer
sound and practical advice. For a private and confidential
chat please contact Gareth Wall or your local McCartneys
Rural Surveyor. 

Succession Planning For The Family Farm

Gareth Wall MRICS FAAV FLAA MBIAC
Based at Kington Office

I am sure many of you have some kind of public right of way over your land,
be it a footpath, bridleway or even a restricted byway. You may just take
this right as given without realising the potential impacts it could have on
you and your land in the future. 

All public rights of way and town/village greens are registered with the local
authority on what they refer to as the ‘definitive map’. A public right of way
can also be recorded if it can be shown that there has been at least 20 years
of uninterrupted use by the public (without force, secrecy or permission). This
is known as a ‘deemed dedication’ and anyone can make an application to
record or update a route on the definitive map. You may not think this is
relevant to you but sometimes new routes can be inadvertently established
by users of the public right of way not sticking to its given route or not being
challenged by the landowners for walking/riding over a particular area. 

Landowners with land close to a village or town should be particularly
mindful. A town or village green may be registered if it can be shown that
inhabitants of the locality or neighbourhood have used the area for a period
of at least 20 years for the purposes of lawful sport and pastimes, which
includes dog walking. Again anyone has a right to make an application for the
registration. 

Landowners can show that they have no intention to dedicating a public
right of way or challenge recreational use by undertaking ‘overt’ actions to
make it clear to the public that they have no right to cross or access the land.
These overt actions may include signage, locking of gates, challenging users
or depositing a statement and map followed by a statutory declaration under

section 31(6) of the Highways Act 1980 for public rights of way or under
section 15a (1) of the Commons Act 2006. 

By depositing a statement and map specifying any public rights of way that
have been dedicated, and making it clear that no additional ways are
admitted to have been dedicated will give landowners some degree of
protection from new rights being claimed over the land through an evidence
based application. However, it should be noted that this process does not
protect landowners from applications made prior to the date of the deposit. 

The deposit is a two part process - firstly, a deposit statement and map is
submitted to the local authority, which indicates what the landowners
accepts to be the current situation. There is a charge to the local authority for
this application and it will be acknowledged and noted on the definitive map. 

Secondly, within 20 years of submitting the deposit statement, a declaration
must be submitted to validate and complete the process, which confirms
what has been stated within the statement and also to admit to have
dedicated no other ways since the statement. We would however,
recommend that the declaration is submitted shortly after the statement.

Thereafter, the initial declaration can be renewed, by resubmission, every 20
years.  It is the landowners responsibility to ensure these are kept up to date,
the local authority will not send a reminder! 

For more information or to get your public rights of way
registered please contact Joanna Wall, or your local
McCartneys Rural Office.

Jenny Layton Mills BSc (Hons)  MRICS FAAV FLAA
Based at Knighton Office

In England, GAEC 7a bans the cutting or trimming of hedges (or trees) between
1st March and 31st August 2018 (inclusive). However, if oil seed rape or
temporary grassland needs to be sown during August 2018 a derogation from
this GAEC 7a requirement can be applied for to allow any hedges (or trees)

associated with those land parcels to be cut/trimmed in August. Written
permission must be received from the RPA before any trimming or cutting of
hedges (or trees) is done. This derogation should be applied
for as early as possible so that this written permission has been
received from the RPA before the work is done.

For help with this contact your local McCartneys Rural Agent.

Hedgerow Cutting Derogation
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More than 350 people gathered at The Metropole Hotel, Llandrindod
Wells to see one of the largest collective auctions of farms, property
and land in the area conducted by McCartneys on the 24th May 2018.

The sale commenced with the sale of Great Castle Farm, Nantmel which
comprised of a Grade II listed Farmhouse, modern & traditional buildings
and 369 acres of pasture land.  Auctioneer Jenny Layton Mills conducted
the sale achieving a sale price of £2,380,000, which well exceeded the
guide price of £2.1m. Jenny commented: “There is still confidence in
farming and land purchases, especially where there are sons being
introduced into the business and where farms for sale lends themselves
to diversification projects’.

Next were two lots of accommodation land at Cwmbach, Builth Wells.
Lot 1 extended to 20.5 acres of pasture land and exceeded the guide
price of £4,000 per acre to sell for £126,000 (£6,146 per acre).  Lot 2 of 25.5
acres sold for £208,000 (£8,156 per acre).

Land at Gallows Bank, Presteigne sold by Auctioneer Katie Morris also
made well over the guide prices.  Lot 1 of 7.39 acres sold for £71,000
(£9,607 per acres) and Lot 2 of 5.2 acres sold for a staggering £89,000
(£17,115 per acre).

Jenny Layton Mills commented: ‘There was a real buzz to the auction
room and confidence remains in agricultural land and
properties.’ McCartneys will host another collective
auction in July.  For a free market appraisal please
contact your local McCartneys office.

Auction Success

Jenny Layton Mills BSc (Hons)  MRICS FAAV FLAA
Based at Knighton Office

With the Spring Pedigree Cattle sales behind us, Worcester Market now
looks forward to what promises to be another busy Summer and
Autumn of Pedigree Sheep and Cattle sales.

The general outlook after the Spring cattle sales seems positive. There
have been shows and sales of Limousins, Blondes, Simmentals, Angus,
and Longhorns, all of which provided large numbers of quality cattle and
sold to high prices with strong clearance rates. Hopefully this will again be
repeated in the upcoming Autumn bull sales later in the year.

In a new venture for Mccartneys, we also recently carried out our first
pedigree pig sale at Worcester, with both pedigree Welsh, and Large
Whites selling well with strong interest, and topping at a respectable
750gns. It is thought that this will now become an annual event, and
hopefully it will go from strength to strength as there are few sales of this
type occurring across the country.

With the whole of the market yard now covered and other facilities
updated, we are once again delighted to welcome the National Sale of
Charollais sheep, and the English National Texel Sale, along with other
major sales of Beltex, Blue Texels, Berrichons, Jacobs, Southdowns,
Zwartbles and many others. Last year trade across the sheep sales was
strong with a number of breed record prices broken at Worcester, so with
plenty of quality sheep on offer once more, and something for everyone
it will be interesting to see how the overall trade and prices hold up after
a difficult lambing season and a long, hard winter. However, with recent
sunshine and temperatures rising, hopefully will come renewed
optimism and lead to a solid trade across all breeds.

Although there may be some slight uncertainty over
trade, one thing that is for certain is that Worcester
will be offering a first class service once again!
For all sale dates and up to date information please
visit our website at www.mccartneys.co.uk

James Amphlett BSc 
Based at Worcester Office

Pedigree Season
Gets Underway

Small Grant

Welcomed changes have been made to permitted development rights
to allow farmers to erect agricultural buildings up to 1,000m2 without
going through the full planning permission process. 

Previously, 465m2 was the maximum size an agricultural building could
be applied for under permitted development rights. Since 6th April 2018,
the limit has been more than double and increased to 1,000m2. Now for
example, a building measuring 175ft x 60ft (53.3m x 18.3m) can be
applied for without going through the full planning process. 

Permitted development rights allow the erection, extension or alteration
of a building which are reasonably necessary for the purposes of
agriculture and can only be used when specific criteria are met. The
building must be on agricultural land which forms part of an agricultural
unit of 5ha or more, and the building is less than 1,000m2 in size
(previously 465m2).  The building cannot be used for livestock
accommodation or the storage of slurry or manure, otherwise a full
planning application will be required. The building must be less than
12m in height (or less than 3m in height if within 3km of an aerodrome),
more than 25m from a metalled part of a trunk road or classified road and
more than 400m from a dwelling or listed building if it is to satisfy the
permitted development criteria.

Permitted development rights are valuable rights
which farmer and landowners should use carefully. For
further details contact your local McCartneys rural
professional. 

Good News for
Agricultural Buildings

Beth Hanson BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV
Based at Kington Office

In Wales the Glastir Small Grants (Water Theme) will be open for
Expressions of Interest from 9th July to 22nd August 2018.  Grants of up to
£5,000 are available for specific items, including:

• Hedging laying, coppicing and gapping up
• Hedge planting
• Maintenance of gateways
• Rainwater goods – guttering & downpipes
• Cross drains
• Pond restoration
• Soft engineering of river banks
• Trees & shrub transplants

You do not have to be in a Glastir scheme to apply.

Applications are completed via RPW Online. We have
successfully completed numerous applications in
previous rounds.  If you are interested in applying and
would like help with your application please contact
your local McCartneys rural agent.

Katie Morris BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV 
Based at Knighton and Welshpool Office
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Bishops Castle 
Mr G Wall MRICS FAAV FLAA MBIAC
Telephone: 07974 143 336
Email: grw@mccartneys.co.uk

Builth Wells
Mr G Wall MRICS FAAV FLAA MBIAC
Mrs A Crofts-Hill BSc (Hons)
Miss B Hanson BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV
Telephone: 07974 143 336
Email: grw@mccartneys.co.uk

Brecon
Mr S Edwards BSc (Hons) MRICS
Telephone: 01874 610 990
breconsurvey@mccartneys.co.uk

Brecon Market
Mr C Jones FAAV FLAA
Telephone: 01874 622386
Email: breconmarket@mccartneys.co.uk

Craven Arms
Mr L Thomas FRICS FAAV
Miss Joanna Wall BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV
Telephone: 01588 672385
Email: cravenarms@mccartneys.co.uk

Hay on Wye
Mr R Williams BSc FRICS IRRV
Mr S Edwards BSc (Hons) MRICS
Telephone: 01497 820778
Email: hay@mccartneys.co.uk

Kington
Mr G Wall MRICS FAAV FLAA MBIAC
Mrs A Crofts-Hill BSc (Hons)
Miss B Hanson BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV
Telephone: 01544 230316
Email: kington@mccartneys.co.uk

Knighton
Mr G Owens FRICS FAAV FLAA
Mrs J Layton Mills BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV FLAA
Miss K Morris BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV 
Telephone: 01547 528621
Email: knighton@mccartneys.co.uk

Llandrindod Wells
Mr S Edwards BSc (Hons)MRICS
Telephone: 01547 823 300
Email: llandrindod@mccartneys.co.uk

Ludlow Market
Mr J Uffold BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV FLAA MNAVA
Mr M Thomas ALAA MNAVA
Telephone: 01584 872251
Email: jo@mccartneys.co.uk

Newtown
Mr W Jones BSc (Hons) Dip Surv FRICS MCIArb MEWI MAE
Mr L Humphreys
Telephone: 01686 623123
Email: newtown@mccartneys.co.uk

Tenbury Wells
Mr P Blackman Howard MNAVA
Telephone: 01584 811999
Email: phillip@mccartneys.co.uk

Welshpool
Miss K Morris BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV
Telephone: 01938531000
Email: welshpool@mccartneys.co.uk.

Worcester Market
Mr C Roads FLAA
Mr J Amphlett  BSc
Telephone: 01905 769770
Email: worcester@mccartneys.co.uk

Disclaimer: This newsletter gives general information only and is not intended to be a substitute for professional advice.
McCartneys LLP do not & cannot accept any liability to anyone who does rely on its content. 

Rural Professional Offices
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McCartneys are pleased to announce Beth
Hanson has gained MRICS accreditation
having passed her APC, and is rewarded with
Chartered Surveyor’s status. Beth is now a
member of the Royal Institution of Chartered
Surveyors and is also a RICS registered valuer
which is a great personal achievement. She
also successfully passed her Central
Association of Agricultural Valuers (CAAV)
exam in late 2017 and was awarded the West
Midland Group Award for achieving the
highest exam result of candidates sitting
across the West Midlands and Wales region. 

Speaking about her recent success Beth said “I
am very proud to have become a Chartered

Surveyor and pleased my hardwork and
dedication has been rewarded. I am thankful
to McCartneys for the support which they
have provided, and am looking forward to my
future within the firm”. 

Beth is based at our Kington office and
undertakes a wide range of rural professional
work including the Sales and Lettings of Land
and Farms, Agricultural Planning Applications,
Agri Environmental Grant Schemes,
Compulsory Purchase and Compensation
Matters, Valuations, and Landlord and Tenant
Issues as well as assisting in
Kington livestock market on a
weekly basis. 

Beth Hanson BSc (Hons) FAAV
Based at Kington Office

With a long standing heritage in supporting the needs of the countryside economy McCartneys is one of the
oldest and largest multi disciplined private practices in the United Kingdom. Offering a wide and comprehensive
range of services across the Midlands and throughout Wales, McCartneys has a large dedicated team of
professional experts specialising in all aspects of rural property, planning and business advice.  

Please contact one of our professional staff for sensible and impartial advice. For any further information about
any of the content of this newsletter Please contact the editors Gareth Wall and Beth Hanson.

Lloyd joined the
property sales and
lettings team at
M c C a r t n e y s
Newtown branch in
September 2016.
However, having
come from a farming
background, he
retains strong links
and a keen interest in
the rural community.  

Now he's putting this passion and experience
into his work by growing McCartneys Rural
Professional services in the Newtown area.

Lloyd will remain based in the Newtown office,
but can also be found at Knighton on market
days, every Thursday and every other Friday. He

will undertake all aspects of rural professional
work including sales and lettings of land, farms,
rural property, grant applications and other rural
professional services.

Lloyd is currently studying for his MNAEA in
property sales and hopes to become a member
of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors in
the near future.

Lloyd lives on a farm just outside of Newtown
and it is here he spends most of his time when
not at work, assisting with the running of the
family farm in its production of livestock. In
addition, Lloyd is an active member of Mochdre
and Penstrowed YFC in Montgomeryshire.

Lloyd is available for advice on the Glastir Small
Grants Scheme which is open from the 9th July -
22nd August. 

Exam Success

Show Dates
As a local firm we are committed to supporting local shows and the countryside at large. Please
feel free to come and join us for some light refreshments, where you will also be able to talk with
our agricultural, rural professional, property and planning specialists. 

Wednesday 18th July NSA Sheep Event, Malvern
Monday 23rd Thursday 26th July Royal Welsh Show, Builth Wells 
Thursday 2nd August Burwarton Show, Bridgnorth 
Saturday 4th August Brecon County Show, Brecon 
Saturday 4th August Tenbury Show, Tenbury Wells 
Saturday 8th September Kington Show, Herefordshire 
Monday 26th-27th November Royal Welsh Winter Fair, Builth Wells

Rural Professional Services
Grow in Newtown


