
www.stamfordandrutlandpropertyblog.co.uk

I t’s been nearly 18 months since Sajid 
Javid, the Conservative Housing Minister 

published The White Paper “Fixing the 
Broken UK Housing Market”, meanwhile 
Stamford property values continue to 
rise at 7.7% (year on year for the council 
area) and the number of new homes being 
constructed locally remain slow, creating 
a potential perfect storm for those looking 
to buy and sell.  

The White Paper is important as it will 
ensure we have long-term stability and 
longevity in property market as a whole. 
Stamford homeowners and landlords need 
to be aware of these issues in the report 
to ensure they don’t lose out and ensure 
the local housing market is fit for purpose.  
The White Paper wanted more homes to 
be built in the next couple of decades, so it 
might seem counter-intuitive for existing 
property owners to encourage more 
homes to be built and a change in the 
direction of housing provision –  
as this may have a negative effect on their 
own property.

Yet the country needs a diversified  
and fluid property market to allow the 
economy as a whole to grow and flourish, 
which in turn will be a greater influence on 
whether prices increase or decrease in the 
long term. 

The first of the four points raised was to 
give local authorities powers to speed up 
house building and ensure developers 

complete new homes on time.  Secondly, 
statutory methods demanded local 
authorities and builders build at higher 
densities (i.e. more houses per hectare) 
where appropriate.  The other two points 
were incentives for smaller builders to take 
a larger share of the new homes market 
and help for people renting.

Looking at data from the local 
government’s association in South 
Kesteven, the council is below the regional 
average, only spending £23.33 per person, 
compared the regional average of £32.05 
per head – which will mean the planning 
department will be hard pressed to meet 
those targets.

Also, 87% of planning applications are 
decided within the statutory 8-week 
initial period, below the regional average 
of 89%.  I am slightly disappointed with 
the numbers for our local authority when 
it comes to the planning and the budget 
allocated to this vital service.

I would agree with the government’s 
ambition to make more efficient use 
of land and avoid building homes at 
low densities where there is a shortage 
of land for meeting identified housing 
needs, ensuring that the density and form 
of development reflect the character, 
accessibility and infrastructure.  It’s all very 
good building lots of houses, but we need 
the infrastructure to go with it.

Stamford Property Values  
7.7% higher than year ago

Selling property, be that your 
own cherished family home or 
an investment property requires 
careful planning from all sides to 
achieve sales success.

Here at UPP Property, we work 
with you every step of the way 
providing help and advice before 
the property is launched onto the 
market right through to the day 
of completion.  We can suggest 
ways on how to maximise on the 
available space in your home and 
offer advice on how you can help 
boost its value with home styling 
and professional photography.  
We know how to create bespoke 
marketing campaigns to help 
your home stand out from its 
competition.

We are here to help you achieve 
sales success.  We’ve got lots 
of creative ideas and years of 
experience successfully selling 
homes in Stamford and Rutland, 
maybe we can help you too?

David and Lottie Crooke - 
Owners

Stamford: 01780 484 554
Rutland: 01572 723 377

E: david@upp-property.co.uk
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Nearly 5 babies are born for every new home built in the 
past 5 years in Rutland!  This discovery is an important 

foundation for my concerns about the future of the local 
property market - when you consider the battle that today’s 
20 and 30-somethings face in order to buy their first home 
and get on the property ladder. This is particularly ironic as 
these youngsters are being born in an age when the number 
of new babies born to new homes was far lower.

This will mean the babies being born now, who will become 
the next generation’s first-time buyers, will come up against 
even bigger competition from a greater number of their 
peers, unless we move to long term fixes to the housing 
market instead of the short term fixes that successive 
governments have done since the 1980’s.

Looking at the latest data for the area covered by Rutland 
Council, the numbers of properties-built versus the number 
of babies born together with the corresponding ratio of the 
two metrics.

In 2016, 11.20 babies were born in Rutland for every home 
that had been built in the 5 years to the end of 2016 (latest 
data). Interestingly, that ratio nationally was 2.9 babies to 
every home built in the ‘50s and 2.4 in the ‘70s.  I have seen 
the unaudited 2017 statistics and the picture isn’t any better! 
(I will share those when they are released later in the year).

Our children and grandchildren will be placed in an 
unprecedented and unbelievably difficult position when 
wanting to buy their first home unless decisive action is 
taken. It doesn’t help that with life expectancy growing year 

on year, this too is also placing excessive pressure on the 
availability of homes to live in, with normal population growth 
nationally (the number of babies born less the number of 
people passing away) accumulative by 2 people for every 1 
home that was built since the start of this decade.

Owning one’s home is a measure many Brits to aspire to. The 
only long-term measure that will help is the building of more 
new homes on a scale not seen since the 50’s and 60’s, which 
means we would need to aim to at least double the number of 
homes we build annually.

The demand for rental properties in Stamford and Rutland in 
the short term will remain high and until the rate of building 
grows substantially, this means rents will remain strong and 
correspondingly, property values will remain robust.

Talking to local homeowners their 
biggest fear of all this building is 
a lack of infrastructure for those 
extra houses (the extra roads, 
doctors’ surgeries, schools etc.). I 
know most want more houses to 
be built to house their family and 
friends, but irrespective of the 
density it’s the infrastructure that 
goes with the housing that is just 
as important.  This is where I think 
the White Paper failed to go as far 
as I feel it should have done.

Rutland Baby-Boom adds 
pressure to local housing market
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Rutland - Properties Built vs Births
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